Reminiscences of the 1968 Alma Games

The facts surrounding the birth and development of
a project are often lost in a sea of myths and fancy.
And if the history of the 1968 games is not recorded
now, it too will soon move into the never-never land
of myth. So, far one and all, this is how | remember
the origin of the 1968 Alma Highland Festival and
Games.

It is said that nothing is really new and this is true
of the Alma CGames. The original idea came to me at
the games held in Boston in 1962, it did not take a
genius attending those games to see the potential
of having similar games in Michigan. Having once
heard massed pipe bands, one feels this must be
heard by the rest of the world.

The idea for the games remained dormant until
we returned to Michigan in 1966. Early in 1967 pre-
liminary discussions were held with Guile Graham
{Graham of Mentrose) at Alma College. The college,
with its Scottish traditions and affiliation with the
Presbyterian Church and its Scottish heritage, seemed
a likely place to begin.

Mr. Graham enthusiastically supported the idea
and suggested that a city organization was needed.
He recommended that the Chamber of Commerce
of Alma should be brought into the picture.

Prior to meeting with the Chamber of Commerce,
it was evident that additional support, particularly in
the technical area of organization was needed. Ken-
neth Jones (MacNeill of Barra) of Okemos, Michigan
was contacted and he too, enthusiastically supported
the idea.

The first preliminary meeting was held in the office
of Guile Graham at Alma College early in November,
1967.The participants Graham, Jones and MacKenzie,
agreed that the idea of the games should be immedi-
ately presented to the Chamber of Commerce.

We set to work preparing our case for the Cham-
ber. Anticipated questions, problems and objections
from the Chamber were considered and answers pre-
pared. On November 10, 1967 we presented the
games idea to a select group from the Chamber of
Commerce. We had no opportunity to use our care-
fully prepared answers to problems and objections.
There were none. On November 13 the Chamber of
Cornmerce voted unanimously to establish the Alma
Highland Festival and Games on May 25, 1968.

Now the real work began. Donald Codfrey was
named chairman and regular meetings began in Jan-
uary of 1968. Mr. Jones provided the plan of organi-

zation and estimated that the games would draw ten
to fifteen pipe bands, two hundred competitors and
5000 spectators. There were many skeptics, but they
gradually came around as time went by. Many prob-
lems arose but they were all solved by game time.

The day of the games opened in brilliant sunshine
and warm temperatures. The stadium on the grounds
of Alma College was in its best condition, awaiting
the crowds. Competitors began arriving and the skirl
of bagpipes and the drumming of dancing feet was
soon heard. Judges took their places and the games
started.

Into the college stadium they all came. They came
from Colorado in the west, Florida in the south and
New York to the east. The largest single group from
outside the state was our neighbors to the north
and when they left, they tock with them to Canada
many of the important trophies and medals.

At noon a recess was called and a huge parade of
bands, floats and dignitaries wound its way through
the city’s downtown area. The Alma College Kiltie
Band led the way foilowed by Governor George
Romney and the city officials.

During the opening ceremonies, Governor Rom-
ney spoke of the time he walked through the high-
lands of Scotland as a young missionary of the Mor-
mon faith. Soon the spoken word faded and the
sound of pipes was heard again. This time it was the
massed bands, the sound that all had come to hear.
The sound rose and swelled and was reflected off
the Michigan pines bordering the field. It is during
such times as this that Scots are reborn for another
year.

Throughout the afternoon the bands marched and
counter-marched and the judges listened intently.
Championship bands were selected and in the clos-
ing ceremonies the trophies were awarded by Win
Schuler, Chairman of Michigan Week activities. But
too socon it was over and the last piper put away his
pipes, the last dancer removed her dancing shoes.
The spectators went away with the sound of the
bagpipes still ringing in their ears; not to be stiiled
for another year. A few committee people spoke
among themselves of the great things and little things
that happened that day. And they spoke of the next
games for 1969. But that is another story. Let someone
else speak of these 1969 games. My story of the 1968
games is finished.

David E. MocKenzie






























